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One of the major—and heartbreaking—stories this fall has been the fate of the 545 children who were separated 
from their parents at the border and whom the government has been unable to 
reconnect with their parents. It’s likely that there will be a significant number of 
these children who are never able to find “home.” It got me thinking that 
intentional intergenerational communities based on the Generations of Hope 
model could be a positive alternative for this group. First created in the 1990’s, 
Generations of Hope communities now have a strong track record and would 
be considerably better at reversing the trauma and hopelessness that is a near 
certainty for these children if they end up in the child welfare system. Creating 
multiple such communities would also be a way to atone for a major 
government policy mistake. In recent weeks, I’ve alerted national children and 
seniors organizations about this option, including groups in Arizona and New 
Mexico. 

Neighbors – The Power of the 
People Next Door 

We are pleased (and excited) to announce that  
Brenda Eheart, the founder of Generations of  

Hope, has published a new book about Hope 
Meadows. Brenda tells the story of the first intergenerational planned community, 
in which seniors committed to neighboring as a way to provide support for families 
seeking to adopt  
children out of foster care. The book provides an exciting inside look at Hope 
Meadows and the people who lived there. 

Neighbors is getting rave reviews. 60 Minutes’ Lesley Stahl described it as the 
story of a “community built to heal children but which ended up healing seniors as 
well. This book is inspiring, written with verve, heart and love. I couldn’t stop reading!” Marc Freedman, founder of 
ENCORE, praised the book and called Brenda one of the great social innovators of all time. 

You can learn more about the book here, and purchase it at Amazon for $17.00. We will be sending 
announcements to senior organizations, foster care and adoption organizations, affordable housing 
organizations, and others that can learn from and be inspired by this important book.  If we can make the book a 
big seller, we all can convince Brenda to write a sequel! 

Tom Berkshire 
President 
Generations of Hope  berkshire5@comcast.net 
217.381.9403 

http://neighbors-the-power-of-the-people-next-door.com/


Generations of Hope Site Update 
There are now over twenty Generations of Hope-inspired sites with a mission to make an 
intergenerational intentional community as a neighborhood with a double utility social purpose. Here’s 
an update on what many of them are doing right now. 

The Bridge Meadows site in Redmond, Oregon, 150 miles east of Portland, will be opening in late 2021, 
within the Maple Meadows community.  Maple Meadows is a single-home family development being built by 



a private developer. The community will feature a community room available for use by the whole Maple 
Meadows neighborhood. A courtyard with multiple connection points to the neighborhood will provide access 
to parks, trails, open spaces and other neighborhood amenities. A separate proposed 8-plex will 
complement the community with market-rate apartments, serving a total of 80 residents.  

Bastion, the intergenerational community for 
veterans located in New Orleans, has a capital 
campaign underway to build a  Wellness Center for 
Veterans, the final part of their community. As is 
pretty common there was a slight hiccup in getting 
city zoning approvals and neighborhood acceptance. 
The Bastion community currently has 58 residential 
homes, an activity center and offices. 

Treehouse Foundation, in Massachusetts, is 
working on two projects.  Treehouse Metro Boston 
located in Framingham MA is a project with Jewish  
Community Housing for the Elderly and Plummer Treehouse Foundation, Easthampton, MA 
Youth Promise.  Additionally a west coast project is in the  
works.  Partnering with MidPen,  a non-profit housing developer, Treehouse will focus on foster youth aging 
out of foster care in the San Francisco region. 

One Kin Roof in St. Petersburg, FL, has decided that an intergenerational co-housing model will fit their long 
term needs.  They have engaged Desiree Kameka of the Autism Housing Network and Kate McCamant, one 
of the nation’s best co-housing architects and finance specialists.  The group has been working weekly 
through Zoom meetings.  The changes are reflected on One Kin Roof’s website.  A must look!  

Generations Village, Springfield Missouri, has engaged a developer, Trinity Housing Development to assist 
in finding land, financing and designing a community. When you have a chance look at their new website.  

New Life Village in Tampa, Florida is expanding!   They have partnered with the University of South Florida 
School of Architecture and Community Design to develop a master plan for the Village.  In addition, they 
have recently been awarded a Community Block Development Grant from Hillsborough County to expand 
property amenities which will allow children, seniors and caregivers to engage in more trust-building and 
healthy activities, including a new splash pad and garden. They’ve also taken Generations of Hope websites 
to a fantastic new level, as you can see here.  Congrats!  

Detroit Neighbors, the newest planned foster care intentional intergenerational community is  partnering with 
Generations of Hope to help the project become an anchor site for Detroit.  A new website, 
joindetroitneighbors.org will be the first thing organizations in Detroit see in the marketing effort.  The plan is 
to build in one of Detroit’s Opportunity Zones within a two and a half year time frame.  
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https://www.onekinroof.org/
https://www.onekinroof.org/
http://www.generationsvillage.org/
http://www.generationsvillage.org/
https://newlifevillage.org/
https://newlifevillage.org/


Generations of Hope Site Update 

Howard County Autism  
Society, Maryland. Patuxent Commons community development project has its own 12 member task 
force.  With the help of Mark Dunham, the task force, is working under the umbrella of the Howard County 
Autism Society.  Currently the 
plan is for a 76 unit community of 
both affordable and market rate 
apartments, along with a 
common space.  Twenty five 
percent of the units will be set  
aside for adults with disabilities, 

new life village, tampa, fl 
the remainder for older adults 
and families. Additionally,  the  
goal is to make the community 
transit accessible, with a central location close to amenities and educational and vocational opportunities. 

Village to Village, South Bend, Indiana. Mayor Pete and Supreme Court Justice Barrett may be getting all 
of the attention, but the really exciting story in South Bend is the progress that Matt Borst and his expanding 
team are making to create a $2million community of seniors and aging or aged-out foster youth.  The 
Village to Village non-profit owns 5 city blocks and has partnered with Innovative Communities, a developer 
with a track record of award winning model communities, to be the builder. 

One Roof Chicago is creating an intergenerational community where LGBTQ+ older adults, including 
those living with HIV, can age in safety, comfort and with the knowledge that they are accepted and 
celebrated. LGBTQ+ young people will have the security of their own space with resources, mentorship, 
and focused job training available to make their career goals a reality. One Roof Chicago will be an 
inclusive environment where LGBTQ+ residents can thrive, surrounded by valued community and 
supported by culturally competent service providers.  Organizers are currently working with Mayor Lightfoot 

on finding a site on the west side of 
Chicago and financing for affordable 
housing. Learn more at One Roof 
Chicago.  

CARES Meadows in Utah, the 
first intergenerational community 
for children challenged by 
complex trauma disorders, 
continues to work on finding land, 
lining up staff and developing 
programming for a new 
community. What a challenge!  

bridge meadows, beaverton, or 
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https://oneroofchicago.org/
https://oneroofchicago.org/
https://oneroofchicago.org/


 

Generations of Hope 
Site Update 

Autism Living, Columbus Ohio, is on the quest for 
3-5 acres of land in the Columbus Region to house 
their intergenerational community, where adults with 
autism and other disabilities, older adults, families 
and diverse neighbors can form cohesive, 
intergenerational neighborhoods of mutual support. 
One possibility: the parking lot of 
a disused shopping center. With a 
very imaginative board, Autism 
Living is sure to come up with 
something exciting.  

Autism Sibs Universe in 
Minneapolis wants to implement 
intergenerational co-housing 
intentionally bringing together a 
diverse population including 
neuro-diverse populations. The 
group also has the most 
interesting Generations of Hope 
Facebook page we have ever come across. 

Hands Across Time in New Mex- 
ico plans a pilot project of up to 16 residences, testing 
out the Generations of Hope model with diverse  
populations in Albuquerque.  Hands Across Time is 
moving forward with the model concept, pending the 
availability of financial resources.  Ilyssa Bozza, new 
lead person, describes the current plan as 4 
residences with later plans to expand as resources 
become available.  

Oasis Village, Charlottesville, VA.  Karen Bieber and 
her team have the most intriguing idea of creating a 
community of mothers returning from prison, their 
children and seniors. We’re rooting for this one! 

Building Ohana in Spokane, WA is continuing to look 
for land and financial resources. 

Look for updates on these and other aspiring sites, 
including Wings of God, Indianapolis; Sweetgrass, 
Nashville; Blue Community, Floyd, Virginia; and Annie 
Courtney Foundation, Waterbury, Connecticut. 

Do you have news to share from your site? Drop Tom 
a line at berkshire5@comcast.net. 
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Opportunity Zones 
Having trouble finding funding for your project? 
Opportunity Zone (OZ) funding might just make a 
Generations of Hope project feasible. Like Low 
Income Housing Tax Credits, OZ-funded projects use 
investor money to finance development. The investor, 
in return, receives a substantial tax credit. If you look 
at the list of projects in the new OZ world, $7.4 billion 

of the total projects have been 
residential or mixed residential. 
This is out of the total $10.1 billion 
of all projects. More than 148 
residential projects have received 
funding through the OZ program in 
census tracts identified as low 
income by a governor. Because few 
of these projects have been built in 
rural or exurban areas, this is 
another opportunity for GOH-style 
developments. We are putting 
together a list of OZ residential 
projects to help guide your decision. 
Check out the Better Living Through 

Community website for the latest information. 

 

Don’t forget to check out Brenda Eheart’s new book, 
Neighbors. You’ll be glad you did! 

https://www.autismliving.org/
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